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While nearly all the rescued sea turiles were visibly oiled, to our surprise, most of the dead
stranded sea turtles had no observable oil on their bodies and were in good health prior to
their death. Necropsies (autopsies on animals) on more than half of 600 carcasses point to
the possibility that a majority may have drowned in fishing gear. The evidence is that natural
causes of death were ruled out, and that shrimp and fish — not a natural part of turtle diets —
were found in their digestive tracts.
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