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NIOSH Health Hazard Evaluations

As the plans were developing, BP requested that we expand the scope of
the HHE to include all major offshore response activities. In addition to
oil booming and skimming conducted by workers on VoO vessels, these
activities included aerial and vessel-based dispersant releases, in-situ
surface oil burning, containment and recovery work at the oil source,
and other related offshore oil removal activities. In the weeks that
followed, teams of NIOSH industrial hygienists, medical officers, and
other occupational health specialists conducted on-site investigations at
locations throughout the Gulf region to collect quantitative and
qualitative data on potential worker exposures, health symptoms, work
practices and procedures, and work organization.
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On June 22, 2010, NIOSH received a request from BP for a second HHE
to investigate potential hazards associated with onshore response work
activities. In response to this request, teams of NIOSH personnel
evaluated practices and procedures including wildlife cleanup
operations, beach cleanup operations, and decontamination and waste
management activities throughout the states of Louisiana, Alabama,
Mississippi, and Florida.
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