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Figure 11 Weatherford M45AP Float Collar Used In Macondo Well97

The Weatherford M45AP is an auto-fill type float collar Auto-fill

means that the check valve feature of the collar is held open while running

in the hole to automatically fill up the casing and to prevent increasing the

pressure on the formations to be cemented called surging the formation

which could fracture the formation and prematurely cause hydrocarbon

kick or lost circulation The Weatherford M45AP float collar used by BP

has phenolic resin auto-fill tube that holds two aluminum flapper-type

check valves in an open position Inside the auto-fill tube is high density

ball that is held in place at the top by three fingers and on the bottom by
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