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Glenn,

we do noi have any written policy on Flls and there is nothing in FoPors to^my.knowledge, lglv operators have slightdilferences in the way lhal they conducl lheir FlTs. MMS has'basically-accepteci tne reporiao rtt trom the operatorwilhout prescribing a specilic prccedure, when asked the questionoi'MMa-;;pilsil;;ille or pwD pressurereading for an FlT, I have always advised that a downhole FIT is,fine as long as a downhole mud we.ight i;;;;'"delermine the safe margin, i.e' if a downhole Flr is reported, a ds$rnhote mJd weight *uutte t"pottedi do not report adownhole FIT wilh a surlace mud weight which woutd resultin an inaccurate safe maroin.

Thanks,
David Trocquet

:::,:i,Xl.::,il:Tlq^:i::l"r9r:*l::@,nrns.gov>.',y:c",,.lrJ.rohn <rohn.Mcc:rrrol@mms.sov>.,,Moo,c.
?;::.:*::Y^:::,:]"9]llll.s,l)lt.'Rimudo. Marry.<Marry.Rinaudo@ntms_soy>, ,,conner. Georje<Geerrgc.cion ncr (u rn rns. gov>, "pa il o n, Fr a n k <R'a nk. patton @ rrrnr r.gou>
Bcc:
Date: Fri- 2l Apr 2006 I I :09:32 AM
Sulrject: RE: elrrc;sliorr abont usc of pressurc whilc drilling data for leak-off tests
AttachnrenLs:

From: Woltman, Glenn
SenL Friday, April 21,2006 9:45 AM
To: Conner, George
cc: Fowler, Ronald; Mccarrsll, John; Trocquet, David; lvloore, Dave;. Rinaudo, Marty
subject: RE: question about use of pressure while drilling data for leak-off tests

Mike,

I did not know aboul this until now, but we will discuss il drilling engineers have any thoughts on lhis issue

Glenn Woltman

From: Conner, George
Sent: Friday, April 21, 2006 9:03 AM
To: Woltman, Glenn; Conner, George
subject: Fw: question about use of pressure while drilling data for leak-off tests

Has a policy been writlen and enlered into FOPOTS?
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From: Herbst, Lars
Sent: Tuesday, April 05,2005 6:34 PM
To:'David. Boucher@bakerhughes.com
Cc: Conner, George; Labiehe, Lance; Trahan, Joseph Dr.
Subjecb FW: question about use of pressure while drilling data for leak-off tests

I have looked into your question wilh our drilling engineers in our various districl offices, The consensus was that the
queslion has not really been asked before. ln general I do nol believe any had a problenl wilh lhe use of mwd pressures,
but I lhink we would rreed some additional information presenled to us. This oan be through one ol our guarterly drilling
engineers meetings or it an answer is needed more urgenlly we can conduct a meeting wilh a lew of the drilling
engineers.
Some ol the points of interest are:

i Show thal the MWD tool provides accurate pressure dala
. Show lhe procedure by which this data / test will be transmitted to lhe driil floor and recsrded in the driller's log
r Show lhe conversisn from downhole measurements 1o a drilling procedure lhat maintains a sate drilling margin
l Show any drilling procedures and hole-behavior observations that will be changed
'r Show that the rig crew has been trained in the procedure.

You nieniioned that the Norlh Sea has addressed tlris. li you can shate that it would assisl us on this issue.
Please contact Mike Conne  ol our Technical Assessrnenl Office to provide additional infornration or
schedule a meeting-

Lars l{erbst
fie[/ Operutions
Dcputg fr,lgionaf Supctrtisor for District Operations

36- {so4)-736-2s07
f a4 (504)-736-24 26

---{riginal Message---
From: Trahan, Joseph Dr.
Sent: Monday, April 04, 2005 1;08 PM
To; Herbst, Lars
Subjecb FW: question about use of pressure while drilling data for leak-off tests

Lars,
Can ya' l t  answer this question?
Thank You.
Joe

Dr. Joe Trahan,APR, Fellow,PRSA
Public Affairs Officer
U.S.Deparlrnent ol the Interior
Minerals Management Service
Gulf of Mexico OCS Region
1201 Elmwood Park Blvd.
New Orleans,LA 7 A1 23-2394
(504)736-2595
F:(50a)736-2432
DI, J o_S_e p h .Tr-ah an@ lfim s. g ev
"A pessimist sees the diff iculty in every opportunity; an optimist sees the
opportunity in every difficulty."
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Sir l l l inston Ghurchil l (1 SZ+t 965)

---{riginal Message-----
From : Boucher, David W. [mai lto : David. Boucher@bakerh ughes.com]
Sent: Monday., April 04, 2005 12:48 pM
Toi dr joseph,tra han@mms. gov
subject: question about use of pressure while drilling clata for leak.off tesb

Dr Trahan

I work fsr. Baker Hughes INTEO irr the MWD / LWD group. Over the lasl several years the question ol whelher il isacceptable to use the minimum. and maximum pressures obtained by the MWD t6ob during'leak-off tests s u[o*"0 n.opposed to using the cementer's pressure reading and the mud weighl as reported on the irud report. I have looked onseveral websites via the google.com search engine and found some reeommended proceclures and a Norwegian process
but nothing specific to MMS controlled areas {i.e- the Gull ol Mexico) about what numbers to use and how to obtain them.

ls there a MMS required procedure for runnincl a LOT and a requirement as to whal numbers to use?

Thank you for your assislance.

David Bsucher
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