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In the paper, we acknowledge that we do not have health
measures from before the spill to document whether or not
there were pre-existing disease conditions in BB dolphins.
However, our paper presents strong correlative evidence
implicating DWH oil as an adverse contributor to the poor
health of BB dolphins, and it is highly unlikely that disease of
the prevalence and severity found in BB dolphins postspill
would have gone unnoticed had it existed prior to the spill. We
wholeheartedly agree with the author’s comment that
continued monitoring of the health of this population over
time will help improve the understanding of the influence of
pre-existing and continuing stressors.




