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25, The Barataria Bay dolphin study is questionable. Finally, Dr. Boesch refers 1o
a published paper by Schwacke et al, (2014) on bottlenose dolphin heaith in Baratana Bay,
Louisiana (Boesch p.39). There are reasons to doubt this study. * For example, the United
States” own witness, Dr. Amy Merten, testified to an important discrepancy in this published
paper (Schwacke et al. 2014) when compared to the corresponding field forms taken by the
NOAA research team for this NRDA work plan (Exhibit 11771, Merten deposition, p.126
Figure | of Schwacke et al. (2014), Exhibit 11772, Merten deposition, pp.139-149). Schwacke
reports that five dolphins in Barataria Bay were significantly underweight. However, Dr

Schwacke herself observed that 3 of these 5 dolphins (60%) were actually in ideal condition
when observed in the field."" In addition, Schwacke's comparison of the Barataria Bay dolphin
population to Sarasota Bay 15 inappropnate for many reasons, ncluding the fact that Barataria
Bay is a far more contaminated and compromised environment (unrelated to the Deepwarer

- |
Horizon ail spill) than Sarasota bay
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