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Ten years of intensive laboratory and tank testing on the in- situ combustion of oil have indicated
that the nature and concentrations of atmospheric emissions from in-situ burning of oil offshore will
normally be an acceptable tradeoff when weighed against the environmental risks and cleanup costs of
nearshore and shoreline contamination.

Analyses conducted to date have shown that the high temperatures reached during efficient
in-situ combustion results in relatively complete destruction of the oil.4 Fire-resistant containment booms
developed over the past few years offer the potential, under suitable wind and sea conditions, to
maintain oil at a suitable thickness for buming at sea and to contain undesired spreading of the oil and
the fire.

Based on the current state of knowledge regarding burming as an oil spill countermeasure, the
next logical extension of the technology was the controlled experimental release and burning of oil under
realistic, full-scale field conditions. Such an experiment, designed according to rigorous scientific
protocols, would allow the identification and quantification of the chemical compounds associated with
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