Gulf Seafood is Safe to Eat After Oil Spill
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Vvhen we developed the sampling program, we had
to determine which components of the oil were
harmful so we could test for their levels in the
seafood. Following internationally recognized
standards, we tested for Polycyclic Aromatic
Hydrocarbons (PAHs). They stay in seafood the
longest amount of time, and once they are at a safe
level any other oil hydrocarbons will be
proportionately low, as well.

The FDA, NOAA, EPA, and the Gulf States,
discussed and agreed on a level of PAHs that would
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The seafood screening test would identify something that deserved a second look, and
the second, more accurate seafood test would determine just what the PAH level was.
When PAHs were found as a result of the second test they were 100 to 1,000 times
below the levels of concem.

A great deal of effort was invested after the Gulf spill so that we could provide an answer
to one question: Is Gulf seafood safe to eat? Yes, Gulf seafood is safe to eat, and it is

safe to eat for everyone.

Michael Taylor is Deputy Commissioner for Foods at FDA
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