


source was located in the deep ocean, meaning that more oil dissolved and was consumed by 
natural processes before reaching the surface, where it could be skimmed or removed in other 
ways.  Because a relatively greater percentage of oil in the Deepwater Horizon spill was 
removed or dissolved through natural processes, a relatively smaller percentage was available for 
recovery through response actions.  Based on the government’s own estimates, BP and its 
Unified Command partners burned, skimmed, and chemically dispersed 1.2 million of the 1.79 
million barrels—or 67%—of the oil from the spill that was available for recovery.3  In my 
experience, these results are exceptional. 

   

                                                        
3  See id.  In its Third Supplemental Interrogatory Response, the United States states that 1.84 million barrels of 

oil were dispersed naturally, evaporated, or dissolved in the waters of the Gulf.  To determine the amount of oil 
available for recovery in light of the Court’s January 15 quantification ruling, I reduced this amount 
proportionately to arrive at a figure of 1.4 million barrels of oil that were dispersed naturally, evaporated, or 
dissolved (3.19 million barrels discharged minus 1.4 million barrels dispersed naturally, evaporated, or 
dissolved = 1.79 million barrels available for recovery).  I reserve the right to update my calculations should the 
United States amend its Third Supplemental Interrogatory Response. 
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