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**,!i,Xi',li3i,r,o,
l. Every State shall fix the conditions for the srant of its nationality to

ships, for the regislratio" ;iitiil;l;'I{ilmp',-{a for the right to flv its

flag. Ships have the nuuo"nuiiidof *" tt"':-Yl:t"" flae thev are entitled to

flv. There must exrst 
" 

gtil;; link betweenthe State-and ihe ship'
' 

2. Every State snari'iisui io ships to which it has granted the right to

ny its'nag do6uments to that effect'

',x;;1;'"j,!i,r'
l. Ships shall sail under the fl3e.of.o.ne State only and' save'in

exc e pt i on ar iases. exp ress ri i;;'1!;9 19!- lil T:"Tlli:i:l ff tf fi ;"'::::
6;;fiii;", shall be subject to its exclustve lurts
A ship may not change itJni! J"iiitd a voyaglor while in a port of call' save

in the case of a real 
"untfti3io*Erstrip 

oictrange of registry'

2. A ship which Ji;';i; '-i;f!ais orgo."or more States' using them

accord in g to 
"onu"n,.n"t,'iui ""i 

tr"i"i*V- of t{e nationalities in questron

with respect to any orne-i Stulte' aoA may be assimilated to a ship without

nationalitY.

Article 93
Ships flying the /tag of tt'" iiitea xations' its specialized agencies

and the iiieinational Atomic Energt Agency

The preceding.articles do 19t n1-eiu{ice the-question of ships employed

on the official servrce 
"iiitt 

U"itt'A Nations,.its lpecialized uC:ryi::,:: th'

ilffiffi;inil,oi. e".igv .rgin.y, flyingthe flag of the organrzaton'

n,,,,![]'fltil, s,",,
l. Every State shall effectively exercise its iurisdiction and control in

administrative, tectrnicai'aid social inatters over ihips flying its flag'
-""'i.'--'1" 

dlicular every State shall: . . .,.
( a) marnta'n a '"iistet of sttips containine the names and particulars

of ships fifif;it' i6Efnt,i19;;which are excluded't'r"lT
generally iffied int'ernational regulations on account ol tnelr

imall size; and
1b) assume jriiilli"tion under its internal law over each ship flying

its flag and its -m?st9r' gffi9ils and crew in respect' of

administrative,technicaland'o"'ur'tutt"ttconcemingtheship'
3. Every State riiuiitit" tucftmeasuresfor ships flying its flag as are

necessary to ensure tuitty utiiu with regard',inter alia'to"
(a) the 

"onttti'Jtitn' 
JquN*ttit"tit *aworthines: 'or tli!t-l-^

(b) the '*fiiii'oT'iiio;i 4q::: "*Jiiio"J 
aq{ th9 trdining of

crews' taking into account rne applicable intemational

r"l lillH?3tTt6t1,.t4" maintenance of communications and the

Prevention of colllslons' -
4. Such measurii shall include those necessary to ensure:
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(a) that each ship, before registration and thereafter at appropriate
' ' 

intervals, is iurveyed by a qualifiedsurveyor ot shrps' q9 nT

on board such charts, nautical publications and navlgatlonal

equipment and instruments as are appropriate for the safe

naviqation ofthe shiP;
G) iilt?;h-;hip ii in itie.crtatge of a master and officers who

possess apprdpriate qualificat-ions, in particular in seamanship'
havi gati oh, co'mmunications and marine engineerin g' and- that

the c-rew is appropriate in qualification and numbers tor tne

type, size, ma'chinbry and eq-uipment of the thip; ,,-- aL^ ̂ -^-..
(c) t'h'at the master, offiiers.and, to the extent appropriate' the 

-crew' ' 
are fully conversant with and required.to observe-the appllcable
intemaiional regulations concerning the safety of life a! se4thq
prevention of c6llisions, the prevention, reduction T9.?-"lll1i
bf marine pollution, andthe maintenance ofcommunlcatlons Dy

radio.
5 . tn tuting ttte .easures called for in paragraphs 3 and 4 tut-h ,S-1?!1f

reouired to con'form to generally accepted intemational regulatlons,

pi6..Out"r and practices an-d to tak-e any steps which may be necessary to

secure their observance.- - 
6. A state which has clear grounds to believe that proper jurisdiction

and control with respect to a ship have not been exercised mayJeP,qrt me-P:::

to the flae State. Udon receiving such a report, the flag State shall lnve$lgale

the mattEr and, if appropriate, take any action necessary to remedy tne

situation.-----i.-"'r,*nstate 
shall cause an inquiry to be held by or before a.suitably

oualified person or persons into every marine casqaltY or lncldent oI

navieation on the hiSli seas involving a ship flying its f'lag and causlng loss

of lile or serious injury to nationals of another State or serlous damage to

itriiir 
"ii"-tiiiiutiJni 

of unott- State or to the marine environment' Ittq !$
si;;;ilh;h;;|tut" i1'utt cooperate in the conduct of anv inquiry.held by
tfrJ otfri. State into any such maiine casualty or incident of navigation.

rmmunity 
"f#i'r';!;ro:, 

the high seas

warships on the high seas have complete immunity from the jurisdiction

ofany Stataother than the flag State'

Article 96
Immunity of ships used only on government non-commercial semice

Ships owned or operated by a State and used only on government

non-commercial service shall, on the high seas, have complete lmmunlty lrom

thejurisdiction ofany State other than the flag State'

Article 97
Penaliurisdiction in matters of.collision or any other incident of

ncNlgatlon

l. In the event of a collision or any other incident of.navigation
concirning a ship on the high-seas, invoiving the penal 9t d]::,!]t-lry

responsibiiity ofthe master or ofany other person in the servlce ot tne snlp'


