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INSPBCTION DETAILS FOR MODUS

QUESTI0N: what is involved-in an inspection of a MoDU? Do you visit it? How many inspecton doyou bring? What do pu check? What is involved?

ANSWER: A MoDUmay not corrunence drilting operations on rhe U.S. ourer Conrinental shelf(ocs) without first sati$factorily completing a coasf Guard certificate of aomprirno <coclExamination (for foreignfrgged Mobus) or a satisfactory inspecrion t"rortioi in ir*ance of acertificate of Inspection (col ) (for u.s. flagged MoDUs). CJu*t co*o Marine Inspectors visit everyMoDU required to maintain a C@ or col rltqg to prryslcauy concluo rhe examinatioMnspection.coast Guard inspectior leams typically consist of 3 to ri Li;;i"spec0on, and rhe average M9DUexamination can take between six to eight hours; fewer available inspecton will rcsult in tongerexamination time.

The Coast Guard use-s job aids (CG-840 bootlels) to inspect the MoDU in accordance wirh applicableU'S' and international regulltions. These job aids consiit of a list of items rr,ut t"y t* ins'ected orclrccked during the course 9f an inspection to ensure all of the critical itcms detailed in the rcgulationsrefercnced below arc examined. Inipccton use thc job aid for bo$ U.S. and foreign t"topur; howcver,lhe urc of the job aid and scolr of the inspcctions for each wilt differ as aocriU;]; I i 
"no 

2) trelow.

l) A U's. flag MODU is inspected and certified in accordance witi ritle 46 cFR, subchapter I-A(Part1 107 - 109). Note a fgleign MODU may !e inspoed under the design and equipmentstandards in 46 CFR Part 108 when the foreign MOD'U is not conshucted in accordance withequivalent national standards or tho IMo naoou code. such a foreign MoDU *iu t" inspected insimilar fashion to a u.s. flaggod MODU. Coast Guard Marine Insp,ec:tors will conducr a derailedinspection and document check that addrcsses thc relevant portions of thcjob aid. If discrepancie.sexist, the inspector wilt require corrective acdon. Upon successful completion of the inspection, theCoast Guard will issue a Certi"ficate of Inspection to the U.S. flag MoDU aurhorizing it to engage inOCS activities.

2) A forcign MODU may receive a Certificate of compliance from the Coast Guard if rhe foreignflag's nuional MoDU tuf"ly and operating. rcquirements provide a level of safety equivalenr to u.s.regulations. The scope of the examinationlr nlr as derailed as the inspection done fir U.s. MODUsthat rcceive a certificarc of lnspection. T!:lglrl_!"rc ir gr"ai", reliance on certificates issucd by therecognized organizetions on behalf of the MdDU's flag itate based on detaited suryeys, the Coastgo*9 Y*ing Inspector will still conduct an inspecrioriin accordance wirh applicabtejob aids.Notrpithstanding these certificates certain gts a;d inspections atre conunon for foreign MoDUs: fire&ill; abandon ship drill; examination of safety trainini records; a completc deck wati; emergcncylighling testing; clectrical safety in the hazandous .reiexams; c!gc$ of lifesaving and firefigtrtingequipment' If a potential problem is uncovered o1 a foreign Mopu, inspectors will expand theexamination into the potential problem noted to determinJwhetheradisoep*ry 
"*irt, 

and torequire ccnrective sction. Upon successful completion of the inspedion, the Coesi Guard will issuea certificate of compliance to the MODU aunorizing it ro 
"nl"!e 

in ourer continental shelf (u.s.)activities.
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The atfached uscc Navigation and vessel Inspection circular (NVIC) 3-gg provides more detailedinformation on the scope of MODU inspections.
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NOTES/REF ERENCE MATERru."Si t
Place information below that you wish a[ levels of rcview to be aware of.
HOWEVER,Information fuq this poinr on will nor be to the Witness.

IXrectonte/Pmsram Notes:
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TEE DiluERENCE BETWEEN U.S. AND FOREIGN TLAG INSPECTION

QUESTION: What is thc difference between U.S. and foreign flag inspections (equivalency standard)?

ANSWER: The primary differencebetween Coast Ouard inspections of a U.S. ftagge.d vesset venlus I
foreign flagged vessel (including Mobile Offshore Drilling Units (MODU) ) is: foiU.S llagged vessels,
the Coast Guard is responsible for carrying out the inspections, tests, and surveys requircd to-issue the
sta'tutory certificate; and for foreign vessels, the flag State or Recognized Organization. worting on
behalf of the flrg State is responsible for carying out the inspections, tests, and surveys re4uircd to issue
the statutory certificates.

As authorized by a6 U.S.C. 3316, the Coast Guard may accept cenain flag State statutory certificates
issued to vessels by authorized classification societies or Recognized Organizations (ROj, ftke t]re
American Burpau of Shipping, Thc Coast Guard reserves the lesponsibility for issuing the Certificare of
Inspection (COt). However, a RO may participue in the plan review and inspections necessary for
issuance of this certificue. Whenever the Coast Guard u.llows a RO to perform any flag Stnte duties on
its behslf, the Coast Guard involvcment consists prirnarily of liaison widr the RO, ioli"y determinations
and oversight with respect to work the Coast Coard delegates to class societiss pursuant to 46 U.S.C.
3316, and work the Coast Guard accepts punuant to its authority under the Outer Continental Shelf
(OCS) lands Act,43 U.S.C. l33l et. seq.

Statutory certificates are issued by the flag State lo document the vessel meets the requircrnents of
domestic and intemational standards pertaining io fte relevant convention. Statutory certificates, such
&s the Coast Guard issued COI, allow a U.S. vessel to open$e. International statutory stificates like
the Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit (MODU) Safcty Certificate, demonshares ihe MODU meets rhe
ststutjory roquirernents of tho IMO MODU Code.

TheCoast Guard does notperformflag Sate level inspections on foreign flagged vessels if the vessel,s
flag State has an inspection and certification program approximating that of the United Statcs, or if the
flag Sate performs the necessary work to issue all of thc applicable IMO Convention certificates to the
vessel. The United States is signatory to these IMO Conventions and recognizes the flag State
involvernent {hrough Port Srate Control (pSC); rhis is wirten in law (see 46 U.S. Code Sections 3303,
3505 and 371I and 43 U.S. Code Section 1348). In thcse instances, thc Coast Guard will conduct pSC
examinations on thc fofign freight^vessel, foreign passcnger vessel, foreign tank vessel, and/or foreign
MODU to verify compliance with domestic laws, regulations and lrrternational Conventions. PSC
examinations satisfy these statutory examination rcquirements. PSC is not intended to be anatogous to
an inspection for certification of a U.S. vessel. Ratlrcr, it provides an examination of sufricient breadth
and depth to indicae that a vessel's major systems arc in cornpliance with applicablc international
slsndards and domestic requirements, and lhe crew training and performance, such as lifesaving and
firefighting drills, meet the reloyant slandards.

The_ scoPe of Coast Guard PSC exams for all of these vessels exceeds current internationat guidelines for
PSC. Coast Guard PSC exams include inspection and equipmenr tests and emergency drilliequirements
far beyond those required by other PSC regimes. The Coast Guard never delegates PbC responsibilities
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to an RO.

When a PSC exam reveals guestionable equiprnent, systems, or crew competency issues, the Const
Guard expands the cxam es necessary to detcrmine wiiether a deficiency *li*m. 

'fire 
scope of the

expanded exam is not limited, and lhe in{rector rnay require additionaliests, inspections, or orw drills
to the extent deemed necessary to determine whether or not a deficiency exiits. When deficiencies exist,
the Coast Guard documents these deficiencies on a "PSC Reporr of Inspecrions and/or Deficiencies"
(Form CG-5437 A/B), and rnandates correction of the deficiencies. Depending on the severity of the
deficiencies, the Coast Guard rnay delain a vessel or curtail vessel operations 

-as 
appropriatc until the

deficicncies are corrccted.

In addition to the "PSC Report of Inqpections and/or Deficiencies," the Coast Guard issuqs a Certificate
of Compliance (COC) to Gas and Chemical Carriers, Oil Tanken, Passenger Ships, and MODU' afler a
satisfactory PSC exam. A COC documents that a foreign vessel has beenixamiried by rhe Coasr Guard
ydi! meets the regulatory requirements to operate in U.S. wauer\ inctuding the U.S. buter Continental
Shett

PSC exams are also conductcd on Foreign Freight vessels, but the Coast Guard does not issue a COC
upon completion of a satisfactory sxam as this ccrtificate i$ not appticablc to fieight vessels (as
landated by thc aforernentioned regulations). ltre "PSC Report of Inspection and/or Deficiencies" is
issued to document aPSC exam was completed on a ForeignFreight vessel.

Attacbments:

"Side-by-sideCoast Guard inspection comparison matrix"-U.S, flagp{ and foreigrr flagged vesscls
- AttaQbment.A

Acronyrn List for "side-by-side Coast Guard inspcction comparison matrix." Attachment B

Directoratc/P.ronram Notcs :

CG{2 Notes {whv cbsnses were msCe to oue6tlon):

CLEARANCE SHBET (click to annoralo clearance)

A.

B.

Place information below that you wish alt revels of review to be awarc of.
HOWEVER, hrfonnation from tlds point on will not be pmvided to the witncss.
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TREQUENCY OF TIEALTII AND SAFETY INSPECTIONS

QUESTION: How often ale health and safcty inspections conducted on U.S. flagged and foreigr
fkgged oil rigs and vcssels?

ANSWBR: The following table provides the frcquency of Coast Guard srfety inspectiodexaminuion
on the three classes of units oper'ating on the U.S. OCS: floating facilities, nnOpUi, and vessels.

l. An mid-period inspection or examination is typicalty conducted between the 106 and l4u month
following the Inspection for Certification or Ccrtificate of Compliance cxamination. The mid-period
inspection/exarnination is mandatory for U.S. units and mandatory for foreign units lhat are
continuing operations on the U.S. OCS. A rnid-period diffen from the biennial in thar the Coast
Guard endorses the previously-issued certificate instead of issuing a new ceftificate.

2. A poor performance rccord (owner, operator, flag, classificalion society, or vessel history) can lead
to more frequent examinations upon arrival in port, If a vessel has not visited the U.S. in the past
year, the Cmst Guard will automatically conduct a PSC examination of the vesset upon anivat in
pott (there is an exception to this for quality vessels recognized by the QUALSHIP 2l program).

MODU and floating facility inspections would include vcrifying comptiance with 33 CFR palt 142
Workplace Safety and Health.

NOTES/BEFERENCE lI{A TERIAI-S I
Plarc information below that you wish all levels of review to be aware of.
HOWEVER, Infomution from this poinr on will not be to the Witness.
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Rcqrcston: House labs & Erlrgtion Hceriog Pltp

Unlt u.s. Forelgn
Floating
Facility

Every two years with a
mid-perio6 | ) inspoction

Enery two years with a mid-period examination

MODU Every two years with a
mid-period " inspection

Every two yests with a mid-period exanination

Vesel Every two y€ars with a
mid-period' ) i nspocti on

Frequency dependent upon Port Stat€ Conhol
(PSC) largeting" when the vessel visits a U.S. pon.

Directorate/Procram Notcs:
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