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REGT'LATION/POLICY TO ALLOW CG TO ISSI}E 2 YR CERTIT'ICATE TO DH MODU

QUESTION: Please provide the regulation or policy that allows the Coast Guard to issue a 2 yeor
certificate to the MODU DEEPWATER HOREON.

ANSWER: The policy that officially ctranged the one-yearcertification of foreign MODUs to the
currcnt two-year certification cycle with a required annual m-examination, also changed the title of the
certificates issued firom a "Irtter of Cornpliancd'to a -Certifica0e of Compliancg' (C@). fircse
thanges were part of a Coast Guard policy snnouncernent released via offilial messags 2O Novembec
2001 (afiached as referencc).

Jhe regulations governing "Outer Continental Shetf Activities" 33 CFR Subchapter N, which contains
Section l43.UA "L€lter of Compliance", are cun€ntly undcrgoing an extensive regulation updato. The
changes to the certificato title and issuing period of the COC will be reflected in the rcvised publication
of Subchapter N.

Sincc thc November 2001 policy changg COCs have bcen issued bienniatly. However, in order to
maintain valid certification and continue to opcrate on the U.S. Outer Continental Shelf, MODUs are
required to undergo a satisfactory Coast 6uard COC annual re-examination, no later than fifteen (15)
months hom the anniversary date theirCOC was issued. The procedures forconducting the annual re-
examination are identical in scogr to the Coc examinalion. Thenotable differencg betiveen the two
examinations is that the Coast Guard does not issue a COC during the annual re-examination, but only
endorses the current COC aboard the MODU to indicate its validity.

Thc DEEPWATER HORUON's initial Coast Guard examination for ccrti.ficarion was complered 15
Augusl 2001. Since then, il had undergone a Coast Guard compliance cxamination annually for a toral
of nine (9) compliance examinations. During the$e nine inspections, the Coast Guard issued a ro14l of
two deficicncies that required corective action. These deficiencies were considered minor.

P| ing every Coast Guard compliancc examination on rhe DEEPWATER HOREON, the MODU was
found to be in satisfactory operating condition and "fit forits intended sewice."
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NOTES/RDTIERENCE MATERIAIS:
Plaee information below that you wish alr tevcrs of rcview ro bc aware of.

Information fiqqr this rcint on will not tre provided to fte Witness.

Dlrectorate/Proerem Notes :

CG.$2 Notes (whv chanses were made to qucetion):
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