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At 9:27 p.m., kill line pressure reached approximately 800 psi.  From 9:30 to 9:35 p.m., 
while the pumps were shut down, drill pipe pressure increased by approximately 550 psi.  
After the crew attempted to bleed it down, drill pipe pressure again shot up, at 9:38 p.m., 
by approximately 600 psi.  Each of these anomalies was a sign that fluids were moving in 
the well.  Despite observing those signs, the crew did not yet shut in the well. 

asked how the displacement was going.  Anderson said, ―It‘s going fine.  It won‘t be much 

longer...I‘ve got this.‖161  From 9:14 to 9:27 p.m., the data did not clearly reflect any anomalies.  

The return flow bypassed the pits, Sperry-Sun flow-out meter, and gas sensors.  Drill pipe 

pressure appeared to be behaving roughly as expected—increasing as the pumps ramped up and 

then decreasing as seawater replaced the last of the spacer.162  

Drill Crew Notices Anomaly but Does Not Treat It as a Kick 

By 9:27 p.m., an obvious anomaly appeared.  The pressure on the kill line—now discernable 

because the drill crew had just opened up the previously closed kill line valve—rose to 

approximately 800 psi.163  This kill line pressure was anomalous.164  The crew noticed a 

―differential pressure‖ between the kill line (approximately 800 psi) and the drill pipe 

(approximately 2,500 psi).165  At 9:30 p.m., they shut down the pumps to investigate.166   

Around that time, Transocean chief mate David Young went to the drill shack to speak with 

Anderson and Revette about the timing of the surface plug cement job.167  Revette, sitting in the 

driller‘s A-chair, and Anderson, standing next to him, were speaking to each other.168  At times, 

they looked at the driller‘s screens.169  Revette noted that they were ―seeing a differential.‖170  The 

two men appeared concerned but calm.  According to Young, ―It was quiet…there was no panic or 

anything like that.‖171   

From 9:30 to 9:35 p.m., drill pipe pressure increased by approximately 550 psi (see Figure 4.7.11).  

This was another significant anomaly:  With the pumps shut off, there should have been no 

movement in the well.172  (The increase might have reflected mud continuing to travel up the 

wellbore with oil and gas below.)173  Revette and Anderson were intently watching the screens, but 

they did not shut in the well.  Instead, Revette ordered Transocean floorhand Caleb Holloway to 

bleed off the drill pipe pressure174—apparently to eliminate the differential pressure.  At  

9:36 p.m., Holloway cranked open a valve on the stand pipe manifold to bleed down the 

pressure.175  But it was taking longer than usual to bleed off.176  Revette told Holloway, ―Okay, 

close it back.‖177 

Figure 4.7.11.  Drill pipe pressure and kill line pressure anomalies from  

9:27 to 9:40 p.m. 
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